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OCTOBER 18 PROGRAM AT PACIFICON 
THE CAMP FIRE: 
PHONES, FIRES 
AND FAILURES 


Alan Thompson, W6WN, will cover some of the events in the 
Camp Fire, what his team saw and 
heard there, and offer suggestions on 
ways our club might help our own 
community stay safer in the event of 
similar disasters here. 


This presentation features an emphasis 
on the emergency communications 
planning and execution that went badly 
wrong and some suggestions on how to 
help our communities in the event of 
similar disasters here. It is clear we must find more resilient 
solutions to help ensure our communities get timely, life-saving 
information about fast-moving disasters like the Camp Fire, 
especially in light of our present-day over-reliance on cell phones 
and the Internet for everything - technologies which, in turn, 
depend on a trillion dollars of vulnerable infrastructure not to fail. 


Alan Thompson, W6WN was first licensed in 1962 as novice class 
WV6ZHL at age 11. At the time, he was the second youngest licensed 
amateur radio operator in the US. But, after upgrading to WA6ZHL, he 
later let his license expire and didn’t return to the air until December 
2017 after a 35-year career in the satellite TV and Internet industry. 
He's currently the owner and field engineer for El Dorado Networks in 
Diamond Springs. His projects have included work for Facebook, 
Intelsat, and Merrill Lynch, and, most recently, as part of a Disaster 
Recovery Team to help T-Mobile restore their cellular telephone 
service shortly after the Camp Fire in November 2018. 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material submitted 
by the membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant to 
amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided space is 
available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 

Vice President - Ed Morales, KJ6KYT 
Secretary — Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Treasurer - Cathi Walton, K2CJW 

Emergency Coordinator - Ron Bunch, W4FEK 


Brian Boer, N6BRB 
Simon Booth, KM6TCM 
Jan Chabala (license pending) 
Noelle Stimely (license pending) 


Directors At Large 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
John Primus, AF6RJ 


Dave Piersall, NoORB 
Mike Warren, WOMEW 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


PACIFICON 2019 
Co-Chairs: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE, 
Vicki Zumwalt, N6KLS, Julie Mah, WJSMAE 


If you hear any of these new members on 
the air, please welcome them to our club. 
— Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 


= ONE LESS 
FIRE 
ONE LESS WILDFIRE 
ReadyForWildfire.org 


Registration: Debbie Deeble 
Treasurer: Jim Siemons, W6LK 
Secretary: Cathi Walton, K2CJW 


COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Annual Auction - Jim Siemons, W6LK 
Communications Trailer - Mike Warren, WOMEW 
Communications Van MDARC -1 - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Digital Media - Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Education & Training - John Primus, AF6RJ 

Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Good & Welfare - Diana Sage, KA6TZU 

Holiday Dinner - Misa Siemons, KJ6GBUE 
License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Outreach - Dick Wade, WM6G 

Public Service - Klaus Berkner, KOKHB 
Refreshments - Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Repeater Trustee W6LGW - Dick Brown, KT6X 
Repeater Trustee W6CX - Jim Tittle, KO6SOE 
Technical Committee - Jim Siemons, W6LK 


amazonsimile 


7? You shop. Amazon gives. 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN 
THE CLUB E-MAIL GROUP. 
DOWNLOAD FILES, INCLUDING THE 
CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS WELL AS 
SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor - Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 
Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Printing - Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 


https://groups.io/g/MDARC Fred Coe, WB6ASU —_ wh6asu@icloud.com 
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President’s Message 


October 2019 
MDARC Family, 


Fireworks and Amateur Radio? What gives! This is just my way of reminding you that YOUR Club 
counts on your participation in nominating candidates for the 2020 Board of Officers. Nominate 
those that you think will represent your views and those of the club. Nominate yourself? Sure, if 
you think you can contribute to the advancement of MDARC, then by all means don’t hold back 
and cast your hat in the ring. Therefore, | encourage each of you who are reading this to 
consider stepping forward as you consider whether that person could be you. 


Just a reminder that these are your Club members who have agreed to serve 
on the important Election Committee and are ready to hear from you. Please 
contact any Committee member with your nomination or nominate at the 
General Membership Meeting. 


Election Committee 


Member Position Contact email 
Dave Piersall N6ORB Director at Large dfp@pacbell.net 
(Chairperson) 


Dick Wade WM6G Outreach Coordinator dickwade146@gmail.com 
Terry Buxton KK6KGX former Director at Large marbux@sbcglobal.net 


Did somebody say Parade? Oh, yes, | did last month when | mentioned the Walnut Festival 
Twilight Parade. Were you there? A bunch of us went to provide radio communication along 
the entire route through downtown Walnut Creek with our own Pete Harris KE6ZIW leading the 
charge as Net Control. There were no emergencies to report, but in the past we have had our 
share of 911 calls and missing persons. : | 


However, we did not get away “Scott free” 
because while we were enjoying dinner at 
Mel’s after the parade, we had a power 
outage. Flashlights to the “rescue” and an 
opportunity to try out my recent flashlight 
purchase. Perfect timing! 


And did you know that when you are involved in public service that you can sit with kings? | did! 
Sure, it may have been with the Walnut King, but still a king! How | was | iodo with this 
honor? By being assigned to shadow the Parade Director 
who ended up sitting in the front row seats staged in front 
of the judges platform and since | was her “shadow,” | sat 
down behind her and had one of the best views of the 
entire parade. After all, each group put on their best show 
while they were in front of the judges. They all got high 
marks from me! 


| don’t see any “kings” in MDARC’s upcoming public service opportunities, but still plenty of 
chances to be part of exciting events. Contact the event’s Radio Coordinator and get in onthe 
ACH ONissese and practice. Practice? Yes, public service provides one of the best venues for honing 
your on-the-air communication skills and this is not true for just new radio operators, but also 
for the “old hands.” Improve those skills before you are called upon in an actual emergency 
situation. 


Mt Diablo Challenge Bike Ride 

October 13, 2019 (Sun) - Mt Diablo 

Radio Coordinator: Barry Isseks. K6ZA, bisseks@me.com 
Wheels for Meals Bike Ride 


Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Club 
TBD (Sat) - for Meals on Wheels 


http://www valleyspokesmen_org/ 
Hania Connineior: Chris Quirk, WEEIO, w6cjq@yahoo.com 
whi alsride. 


Diablo Summit Stomp - 30K-Half Marathon-10K-5K 
Nov 2, 2019 (Sat) - Mt Diablo 


Brazen Racing ed 
Radio Coordinator: Larry Loomer KI6LNB 
laryloomer@yahoo.com 

hitp://brazenracing com/r/summitstompmain html 


Want even more opportunities? Give the 2 Meter Critical Mass a try... 


http://2metercriticalmass.com/ 


For Marin County: 34 Sunday of each month; 10-Noon; Marin County Civic Center Lagoon, SE 
corner near the fountain. Civic Center Drive and Armory Road—park in the Jury Parking lot 


there http://2metercriticalmass.com/northbay-2mcm/ 


As many of know | always carry a small camera with me and, no, it is not my smartphone, but as 
an “old timer” prefer an honest to goodness “real” camera. | do not consider myself to be a 


photographer, but a “picture taker” for which there is a large difference. Anyway, | took this 
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snapshot while visiting one of my son’s family in Florida. Ah, what a life! But what also 
interested me was the antenna and the American flag. How appropriate this seemed to me. 
Sure, this is looks like a TV antenna, but even so it is somebody “snatching” the radio spectrum. 


Before | go, let me remind you that Pacificon is right around the corner on October 18-20. 
Pacificon.org 


A 


Nothing is too wonderful 
to be true, if it be consistent 
with the laws of nature. 


— Michael Faraday 


Born: September 22, 17 
Died: August 25, 1867 
Occupation: Scientist 


Citation: 


Michael Faraday. (n.d.). AZQuotes.com. Retrieved October 04, 2019, from AZQuotes.com Web site: 
https:/www.azquotes.com/author/4659-Michael Faraday 


“The greatest motivational act one person can do for another is to listen.” Roy E. Moody 


73 Larry Bradley KK6QPE 
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2020 Club Officer Nominees 


President: Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 


Vice President: Ed Morales, KJ6K YT 


Treasurer: Cathy Walton, K2CJW OL 
<< i ‘ f. 


Secretary: Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 


Emergency Coordinator: Ron Bunch, W4FEK 
Directors at Large: 
Eric Ferguson, KA6USJ 


Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


Submitted by Dave Piersall, N6ORB 
Chair, Nominations Committee 


Section 3. NOMINATIONS 

Nominations in all forms to shall be presented at the September meeting. Any member in good 
standing with a United States Amateur Radio license may be proposed for nomination from the 
floor at the September, October and November meetings. The names of those nominated prior to 
the publication deadline shall be published in the October and November Club newsletters. 
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Club Trailer Featured at Cub Scout Meeting in Walnut Creek 
By Larry Loomer, KIGLNB 


On Thursday, September 12, 2019, the MDARC communication trailer was taken to the Palmer 
School in Walnut Creek where Cub Scout Pack 215 meets. 


After the cubs' opening flag ceremony, Mike Warren, W6MEW, showed the scouts an 
"Introduction to Ham Radio" video on the trailer's big screen, and answered many questions from 
the cubs. Marilyn Warren, W6GMEW-YL, taught the cubs how to write their names in Morse code 
dots and dashes. Dick Wade, WM6G, showed the cubs how to write their names using the 
phonetic alphabet. Mike Patterson, N6JGA, and Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, interviewed many cubs, 
with Mike asking the questions on the radio, and the cubs answering the questions on the radio, 
pushing the PTT button themselves, with the control operator supervision of Larry. Terry Buxton, 
KK6KGX, passed out ham fliers and brochures, and answered questions from the Cubs' parents, 
who witnessed the whole production. 


A lot of excitement for ham radio was generated in the cubs, and in some of the cubs’ parents as 
well. We will see at the time of our next Technician class, which is in January 2020, if any of that 
enthusiasm sticks with the cubs and their parents. 


Pacificon fliers and brochures were passed out, after a short descriptive presentation about 
Pacificon, with questions and answers. It is possible that some of them will be seen at Pacificon 
as well. Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA), an annual scouting event promoted at Pacificon, was 
publicized to the cub leadership, one of whom voiced that he would be bringing a car load of cubs 
to the Pacificon convention. 


We ran out of time to do more ham radio exercises with the cubs. This trailer outing was deemed 
totally successful, from the standpoint of contact with young people and their parents, and from 
the standpoint of the hams conveying their interest in, and love for, ham radio to the audience. 
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Born on July 23, 1949 in Pittsburg California, John died suddenly in Reno 
Nevada on September 1, 2019 with his wife, Ingrid, by his side. 


He attended school in Concord and graduated from Mt Diablo High 
School in 1967. He is survived by his brother James of Corning California, 
daughters Jennifer of Oakland, Trina (Oscar) Salas of Martinez and 
Melanie (David) Buck of Benicia. He loved camping, fishing and spend- 
ing time with his beloved grandchildren Christopher Bowen Lodin; Kyle, 
Mackenzie and Cheyenne Taylor and Samantha Buck. 


He began his career in electronics at Pacific Stereo in Emeryville where he 

managed the service division. He retired from the United States Postal 
Service as manager of maintenance operations for the Oakland Processing and Distribution Center. John 
enjoyed monthly luncheons with other postal retirees. He was a licensed amateur radio operator 
(KM6RGC) and a member of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club. He joined Concord CERT in 
2016. 


An amateur magician, he was a member of SAM #112 in Pleasant Hill and the Oakland Magic Circle. 


John's quiet humor, kind and sensitive nature will be remembered and missed by all who knew him. 


A polebeation of ae ule was held on Saturday September 14, 2019 at the Heather Hills clubhouse, 


AMATEUR RADIO WORKS 


FREE 30 FOOT TOWER AVAILABLE 


3 - 8 foot sections 


1 - 6 foot section with a tapered top. 
Taken apart, ready for transporting. New connecting bolts included. 
Yagi beam antennas also available. E-mail: laryloomer@ yahoo.com 
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It's that time again to start organizing the volunteer schedules for Pacificon 2019. If you 
volunteered last year, expect to see an e-mail from Will Dickson to inquire if you can 
volunteer again this year and highlighting the new schedules and time slots available. li 
you did not volunteer last year and would like to participate in this years activities, 
please send Will an e-mail highlighting the function you would like to work. Available 
function areas we need to cover are as follows: 


Security 
Registration 
Prizes 
Hospitality 
Forums 
Special Event Station Coverage 
Kit Building Instruction 


Please e-mail: wb6ygj@gmail.com 
We need as many volunteers as we can get. Thanks in advance to all for your help this 
year. Looking forward to hear from you. 
Thanks, 


Will Dickson - WB6YG) 
Pacificon Volunteer Coordinator 
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Khe Demise of Firy’s? 


Bay Area-Based Consumer Electronics Store Chain Appears to be Fading Away 
By Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA © 2019 all rights reserved 


For many years, probably not long after it was founded in 1985, one of the most 
frequent advertisers on Bay Area commercial broadcast radio stations was Fry’s 
Electronics. Its jingle, usually accompanied by an electronic sound effect 


ELECTRONICS worthy of a rogue 11 meter operator, was, “Your best buys...are ALWAYS at 
Fry’s...guaranteed!” With the closing of all the Bay Area Radio Shack stores in 


V 2017, Fry’s survived as the last chain store option for a local amateur radio 
operator to obtain a variety of electronic parts and components. 


In 2019, though, I noticed that Fry’s advertisements had disappeared from Bay 
Area radio stations. Further investigation revealed numerous videos posted on 
YouTube.com that featured distressing scenes taken inside Fry’s stores in Cali- 
fornia and other states. These videos depict stores with row upon row of vacant shelves while other shelves, once stocked 
with electronic items, now host such non-electronic items such as perfumes, beverages and cookware. 


I last patronized the Concord, California Fry’s store in 2018 and, at the time, it appeared to have plenty of consumer 
electronics items in stock (I bought a cable I desperately needed) and plenty of customers inside. I had to wait in line as all 
the numerous cashiers were very busy helping their customers. However, the YouTube videos alarmed me so I decided to 
return to the Concord store at 1695 Willow Pass Road early on Saturday afternoon September 28, 2019. 


Upon arrival, the first thing I noticed was the near-empty parking lots around the building. During my past visits, especially 
on weekends, it was usually very full and I had to park quite a distance from the building, but still within a short walking 
distance. Inside was another story. The snack bar was still open near the entrance, but there were many empty shelves 
nearby. The shelves that were stocked had perfume and bottled water on them rather than drones, which is what the shelf 
sign said was supposed to be there. Dozens of cash register stations were vacant, save for one rather lonely cashier, since 
no one was in line. Inside the main showroom, more bare shelves revealed themselves. The aisles marked “electronic 
components” had virtually nothing on their shelves. Ditto with anything related to computers. There were plenty of large 
screen televisions, washing machines and dryers on display, but the nearby shelves were mostly empty. The shelves in this 
section that did have things on them turned out to be cardboard boxes of television mounting brackets. The aisle for 
Citizen’s Band radios had just one Uniden CB radio and only two Family Radio Service handhelds, both of whose boxes 
appeared to have been opened (Fry’s has a notorious and tedious return policy). Few customers were inside the store. 


In 2011, a former Fry’s vice president pled guilty to federal charges related to the embezzlement of over $87 million dollars 
from the store chain, whom had hired him in 1988 as a sales associate. The defendant was sentenced to six years in federal 
prison. Even though the thefts occurred from 2005 until 2008 (when he was arrested by the IRS), one thinks it would be 
difficult for a privately-held company like Fry’s to recover from such a large loss...and still have sufficient funds to pay 
their suppliers. 


It appears the lack of advertising combined with the empty shelves have driven Fry’s customers away. The reason behind 
this strategy is unknown. Fry’s didn’t even establish an e-commerce website until 2006. Unlike other long-time family- 
owned businesses that have been sold to “investment groups” and then go out of business within a few years (for example, 
Crown Coach, Doggie Diner and, most recently, trucking company Falcon Transport), Fry’s is still privately-held by its 
namesake family. Whatever profits the family might have realized by selling the business (at its suspected peak value, 
which may have been around 2006) have probably vaporized. One wonders how Fry’s can stay in business with 
insufficient inventory to produce the revenue necessary to pay the store leases and utilities for their large, stand-alone 
buildings (most over 100,000 square feet)... let alone pay their suppliers and their employees. Since it is a privately-held 
company, Fry’s is not required to release any financial data to the public. Forbes magazine estimated Fry’s 2017 revenues 
at $2.4 billion dollars (about $5.8 million per month per store). The same year, an on-line Yahoo Finance article published 
on March 7 marveled at Fry’s survival amidst the growth of on-line retailers such as Amazon while similar “brick and 
mortar” electronics stores like Circuit City and CompUSA landed in the retail graveyard. 
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In a San Jose Mercury News article published on September 10, 2019, a Fry’s corporate mouthpiece claimed the store chain 
“4s not liquidating or closing stores” (except for the Palo Alto store, because its lease expires in early 2020) but instead is 
“converting most of its suppliers to consignment.” The article also claimed store employees tell customers that the stores are 
not being restocked “due to tariffs...but we expect more inventory soon.” This “tariff” excuse also appears in the comments 
section of the YouTube.com videos. According to their website, Fry’s currently operates 34 stores; eight in northern 
California (Campbell, Concord, Fremont, Palo Alto, Roseville, Sacramento, San Jose and Sunnyvale), nine in southern 
California and 17 more spread amongst eight other states (eight in Texas , two in Arizona, two in Georgia and one each in 
Indiana, Illinois, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington). Amateur radio operators who live in Sacramento and Sunnyvale both 
told me similar tales of vacant shelves and empty parking lots at the Fry’s stores in these two cities. 


The Concord Fry’s 104,160 square foot building was built in 1978 as a Levitz Furniture store. After filing for bankruptcy, 
Levitz moved out in 2001 and Fry’s opened there in 2003, the same year Fry’s also opened stores in San Marcos, California, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Plano, Texas and Renton, Washington. In 2015, the Concord building was sold by an unspecified 
owner for $18.6 million dollars to I. Fong Lin and Flossie Lin. In 2019, the Fry’s store building in Anaheim, California was 
sold by an unspecified owner to Prologis Corporation but Fry’s will continue to lease the 144,000 square foot building, 
which it has occupied since 1995 (when Rockwell International moved out). On June 15, 2011, Fry’s paid $4.7 million 
dollars for a vacant 140,000 square foot retail building built in 2003 in the Boca Park Shopping Center in northwest Las 
Vegas, Nevada. However, in late 2012, Fry’s canceled their remodeling permits for the building and the store never opened. 
Apparently, this was Fry’s last expansion attempt, although the existing Las Vegas store remains open...for now. 


Besides on-line sources, a few independent electronics parts stores are left in the Bay Area that cater to that allegedly 
vanishing species, the electronics hobbyist: Lasher’s, at 1734 University Avenue in Berkeley, San Mateo Electronics 
Supply, at 16 42" Avenue in San Mateo, Electronics Plus at 823 4" Street in San Rafael and Anchor Electronics, 

at 2040 Walsh Avenue in Santa Clara. 


Meanwhile, one can just watch, wait and speculate on just what will happen to the Fry’s Electronics store chain. 


The electronic component shelves (upper left) 
are nearly bare while the software shelves 
(above) are used for storage of non-software 
items. 


Outside, the store parking lot is nearly empty 
even though it is early on a Saturday afternoon. 
(left) 


All photos taken by N4DLA at the Fry’s 
Electronics store, 1695 Willow Pass Road, 
Concord, California on September 28, 2019. 
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During the evening of September 5, 2019, the donated Yaesu 
FT-2000 HF transceiver and two Tokyo Hi-power HL-1.2KFX 
amplifiers were stolen from the Buena Vista CERT cache. I 
wanted to let the amateur radio community to be on the lookout 
for this equipment should it show up for sale. Police report 
number 19-28955 was filed with Walnut Creek Police Department. 


Any information should be reported to Officer Bryan Duncan at 
Duncan@walnutcreekpd.com or 925-943-5844. 


Submitted by Glen Garfein, KJ6CGT, Buena Vista CERT 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 


Black Bear Diner, Walnut Creek, CA September 9, 2019 
Attendees: Larry Bradley KK6QPE, Ed Morales KJ6KYT, Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Cathi Walton K2CJW, Ron Bunch 
W4FEK , David Piersall N6ORB, Mike Warren W6MEW, John Primus AF6RJ, Mike Patterson N6JGA, Eric Fergu- 
son KA6USJ, Dick Wade WM6G, Jim Siemons W6LK, Trevor Hall and Marilyn Warren WOMEW-YL. 
7:01 PM: The meeting was called to order by President Larry B. Introductions were made around the table. Minutes of 
the last meeting were approved. The President passed out the agenda and the agenda was reviewed and approved. 
President: No report. 
Vice President: He needs a speaker for January 2020. He has a speaker for February 2020. Trevor Hall WA6JAU,. was 
volunteered to speak about the equipment and operations on South Peak. Jim Siemons W6LK, was drafted to speak the 
same about North Peak. 
Secretary: No Report. 
Treasurer: Cathi Walton K2CJW, reported that the additions to the budget report for August were routine expenses. The 
changes to the figures on the budget sheet were discussed. The Amazon Smile payment came to the club. Food sales at 


the classes and at the membership meeting (donations and raffles) were added. 


Education: We are halfway through the fall Technician class. There were 24 enrolled, 11 average enrollment and 12 
Elmers average attendance. 


Emergency Communications: Ron Bunch W4FEK, reported that everything was looking good. 


Pacificon: An additional 10 - 12 rooms per night have been added to the MDARC block of rooms at the hotel. Unfortu- 
nately, these rooms are at a higher cost than the original block of rooms. 


Digital Media: Everything is OK and working as expected. 

Outreach: Everything is OK. Some incoming questions were given to Jim Siemons for answers. 

Technical: All systems are going. There have been router issues on South Peak. Mitchel Boyce is programming a new 
router and is sending it to us. Jim S. and Trevor H. will install it. On North Peak, the filters were retuned and the receiver 
was swapped out. All systems are go. 

Vehicle: No report. 

Trailer: The Trailer is going to a cub scout meeting to introduce ham radio to the cub scouts on September 12. On Sep- 
tember 14, the Trailer is going to the El Sobrante Safety Fair at the Hiltop Building Cultural Hall in El Sobrante. The 
Trailer Committee has purchased a Honda 2200 generator. 

Field Day: No report. 

License Testing: No report. 


Public Service: The next MDARC public service activity will be the Walnut Festival Parade on Saturday, September 14. 


Membership: Not present 
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Unfinished Business: 


1. Repeater Rebuilding Project: A repeater restoration application was sent by Tom Naso for one of the sites in the 
CARLA repeater system that was destroyed by the Carr Fire. In keeping with our Carr and Camp Fires Repeater 
Recovery program, the Board passed a motion authorizing the Treasurer to send him a check for $1000. 


Although Tom provided a copy of an invoice to show some of the costs associated with the recovery of this repeater site, 
it was noted by Cathi K2CJW that the invoice does not show that the amount was paid. The Board will request proof that 
payment was made. 


2. Membership Survey: A quick overview of the survey results was presented to the board. A complete summary 
memo will be prepared by Ed Morales KJOKYT. 


It was suggested during the ensuing discussion that "interest group" tables be established at the membership meetings. 
Suggestions included: HF, ATV, Go-kit building, public service, antenna building, digital communications, new hams 
including programming and kit building. A social luncheon was suggested to encourage club member participation. 


3. The Repeater Operating Policy: As part of the ongoing discussion of priority use of the CX repeater during emergen- 
cies, the Hospital Net will use the W6CX Repeater for the coordination of supplies, available beds and medical talent. As 
issues come up, other organizations can ask for the use of the repeater as needed. A Control Operator can tell a visitor 
that they must stop using the repeater if higher priority traffic comes up. If they don't comply, or are abusing the use of 
the repeater, the repeater can be shut down. It was agreed that we needed to have a written statement to include our 
“priority use” requirements. Mike Patterson N6JGA, was asked to draft a few sentences to add to the repeater operating 
procedures to include the Hospital Net use of the repeater on a priority basis in times of disaster. However, David Otey 
(Hospital Net) prefers to go simplex. 


4. Written Comm. Van policy: The Comm Van chairman was not present. 

5. The Trailer wavier and release document was discussed by the board, and auto insurance limits of 100/300/50 were 
agreed upon. A motion to approve the trailer document, with these insurance limits included, was approved. The 
document version is 1.0 (9-9-19). 

6. This item was stricken from the Old Business list. 

7. This item was stricken from the Old Business list. 


8. Jim S. will send out a memo as to when a work party will be held to work on the storage locker. 


9. The discussion of a one-time membership cost reduction was tabled. 


New Business 


1. The Treasurer requested a change in the banking institution for the MDARC funds. In light of our 501 (c) 3 status, the 
club may wish to transfer our funds out of a commercial institution and into a credit union, an establishment with no fees 
and better interest return on our money. A straw poll of the board directed the Treasurer to proceed with a summary of 
her findings about a new financial institution, and present the Pros and Cons at a future Board Meeting. 


2. The President will include a notice of the upcoming MDARC election in his President's message. 
9:02 PM: The meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, Secretary 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 


Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Lafayette, CA September 20, 2019 


7:32: The meeting was called to order by the president. Three new visitors were welcomed. New licensees were 
acknowledged. The location of the restrooms and exits was pointed out. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 
membership. There were no revisions to the meeting minutes from the previous meeting. 


During the President’s report, members of the newly-established and temporary Election Committee were announced and 
introduced: Dave Piersall N6ORB (Chair), Terry Buxton KK6KGX , and Dick Wade WM6G. 


Dave Piersall N6ORB, reported the names of the nominees currently on the ballot for Board of Directors. The incumbent 
officers will be up for reelection. Roger Hooten W6UZ, and Eric Ferguson KA6USJ, were added on the ballot as Director- 
at-Large candidates. The ballot will appear in the October issue of the Carrier and will indicate nominees as of the 
publication of the newsletter. 


Dave N6ORB, reminded attendees that nominations can be made during the Club’s General Membership Meetings, as well 
as directly contacting any member of the Election Committee. 


The vice president is still looking for speakers for QI - 2020. 
The secretary had no report. 


The treasurer's August report showed that there is $51K+ in the checking account, $56K+ in the Self-insurance Fund and 
21K+ in the Pacificon Fund. 


The Emergency Communication Chairman, Ron Bunch W4FEK, showed the members some coax from his house that had 
been damaged by squirrels. He encouraged members to periodically inspect their coax cables for similar damage to be 
certain their equipment was operational in time of need. Ron reported on an 1859 Carrington Event that greatly affected 
communication when a powerful geomagnetic storm resulted in melting telegraph wires and sparks injured telegraph 
operators. Ron continued his report by reminding members that Marconi commissioned the radio station, KPH, in Bolinas; 
and said that he used Station WWV when he was a teenager. 


The Membership Committee chairman, Tom Deeble KA6SIP, reported that we have 393 members. He will be starting the 
membership renewal next month. 


The Public Service chairman, Klaus Berkner KOKHB, reported the we still have 3 public service events in 2019. He still 
needs a person for the October 5-6 NATRC Round Valley horse riding competition. 


The Vehicle Committee chairman, Jim Tittle K6SOE, reported that the van was taken to the LDS Safety Fair on Hilltop 
Drive in El Sobrante. He also stated the he procured tire covers and a trailer hitch for the van. 


The Trailer Committee chairman, Mike Warren W6MEW, reported that the trailer was also at the LDS Safety Fair. Also, 
the trailer was at the Palmer School in Walnut Creek, introducing ham radio to the cub scouts in Pack 215. There were 35 
cubs and their parents participating. 


The license testing chairman reported that 3 Technicians, 2 Generals and 2 Extras passed their tests this evening. 


The church representative reported that major renovation will be taking place in our meeting space. We may need to move 
upstairs for the November meeting. 


8:10: Since there was no old business or new business, the meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, Secretary 


Page 15 


On October 17th Author and 
GORDON WEST _ | tiicasuntut 

and his team of experts are 

coming to Benicia! His team 


i Ss C oO NI i GS TO consists of himself; his wife, 
Suzy West, NOGLF; Tracy 
Lenocker, WM6T and Jodi 
Ee E ied j C [| At | Lenocker, WA6JL. 
ae Their presentation will be 
“Tropospheric Ducting”. 


Learn why your 2 meter radios 
F R E [= | | sometimes works repeaters 
an several hundred miles away 
during hot days in October! 


You say you are hearing the 
Central Valley farm reports on 
a 162.550 MHz weather 
channel, more than 200 miles 
away? Ever wonder why your 
VHE and UHF range is 
sometimes out of this world? 


Gordo will demonstrate 
Tropospheric ducting and 
summertime atmospheric 
layering with a laser and 
stratified liquids, with also 
some record breaking tropo 
recordings of 2 meter stations 
booming in to the Bay 

PGR ais 2,500 miles away 


@) cto le) e r A 7th from Hawaii, for a solid 5 days 


in hot dry weather! 
Fun stuff, with plenty of Gordo 


- and Tracy humor and antics to 
T e 0 0 P M keep everyone on the edge of 


their seats! 


Heritage Presbyterian Church 


1400 East Second Street, Benicia. 
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STORE BUYING POWER! 


IG-7600 | Alf Mode Transceiver 

 100W HF/6m Transceiver, gen cov. receiver * Dual DSP 32 bit « Three 
roofing filters- 3, 6, 15khz 5.8 in WOVGA TFT display © Hi-res real time 
spectrum scope 


IG-7200 | HF Transceiver 

© 160-10M * 100W ¢ Simple & tough with IF DSP « AGC Loop Man- 
agement @ Digital IF Filter * Digital Twin PBT # Digital Noise Reduction 
® Digital Noise Blanker * USB Port for PC Control 


IG-7100 | Ai! Mode Transceiver 
© HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP * D-STAR DV 


Mode (Digital Voice + Data) « Intuitive Touch Screen Interface ¢ Built-in 
RITY Functions 


ID-5 100A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver 
* Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode * SD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage * 


50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands ¢ Integrated GPS Receiver * AM Airband 
Dualwatch « FM Analog/DV Repeater List Function 


ID-51A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver 


© 5/2.5/1.0/0.5/0.1W Output « RX: 0.52-1.71, 88-174, 
380-479 MHz « AN/FM/FM-N/WFM/DV © 1304 
Alphanumeric Memory Chis ¢ Integrated GPS * D-STAR 
Repeater Directory * IPX7 Submersible 


KENWOOD 


TS-590SG | HF/S0MHz Transceiver 

¢ Equipped with 500 Hz/2.7 kHz roofing filter as standard « ALC 
derived from TS-990S eliminating spike issues * Antenna output 
function (shared with DRY connector) « CW - morse code decoder 
function 


TM-D7106 | 21/440 Dualband 

« ViVAV+U/U+U operation ¢ Built-in GPS ¢ Built-in TNC for APRS 
& DX-Cluster operation * 50W 2M & UHF « 1,000 memories * Dual 
receive * Green or amber backlight colors * Latest APRS firmware 
w/new features « Sky Command || remote functions 


TM-V71A | 214/440 DualBand 

¢ High RF output (60W) * Multiple Scan * Dual receive on same 
band (VxV, UxU) ¢ Echolink® memory (auto dialer) « Echolink® 
Sysop mode for node terminal ops * Invertible front panel * Choice 
of green/amber for LCD panel « 104 code digital code squelch 


TM-281A | 2 Mir Mobite 


* 65 Watt « 200 Memories *CTCSS/DCS « Mil-Std specs * Hi-quality 
audio 


TH-FGA | 21/220/440 


«Dual channel receive * .1 - 1300 MHz (cell 
blocked) RX « FM, AM, SSB « 5W 21/220/440 
TX, FM 435 Memories ¢ Li-lon Battery 


® RETAIL LOCATIONS -— Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM 
® ONLINE — WWW.HAMRADIO.COM 


YAESU 


The reectiar 


FT-991 | HF/S0MHz/2M/440 Transceiver 

* 160 M-440MHz - SSB/CW/FM/C4FM DigitaVAM/RTTY/PSK « 100 
W (2/4440: 50 Watts) ¢ 3.5” TFT full-color touch panel operation + 
High speed spectrum scope * Roofing filers: 3kHz & 15kHz* 32-bit 
high speed floating point IF DSP 


FIDX1200 | 100W HF + 6M Transceiver 


¢ Triple Conversion Receiver With 32-bit Hoating Point DSP + 40 
MHz 1st IF with selectable 3 kHz, 6kHz & 15 kHz Roofing Filters 
¢ Optional FFT-1 Supports AF-FFT Scope, RITY/PSK31 Encode/ 
Decode, CW Decode/Auto Zero-|n « Full Color 4.3” TFT Display 


FT-450D | Ai@ow HF + 6M Transceiver 
© 100W HF/6M « Auto tuner built-in * DSP built-in * 500 memories 
¢ DNA, IF Notch, IF Shift 


FIM-400DR | 21/440 Mobile 
¢ Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS « 
Packet 1200/9600 bd ready * Spectrum scope Bluetooth * MicroSD 
slot * 500 memory per band 


FT-GOR | 214/440 5W HT 
« Wide receiver coverage « AM air band receive 
¢ 1000 memory channels w/alpha labels « Huge 


LCD display * Rugged die-cast, water resistant 
case * NOAA severe weather alert with alert scan 


® FAX - All store locations 
® MAIL - All store locations 


PORTLAND, OR. 


co 
co 


PHOE 


PLANO, TX 
Stir ae 
(877) 455-8750 | 


Contact HRO for promotion details, Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Call will be routed to the nearest store. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA residents add sales tax. 
Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice. 
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“we The Carrier 
a RIABLO —_- Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


~ PO. Box 23222 
AS SX. Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW.MDARC .ORG 


www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 


https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.org 


W6CX Nets 
M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 

Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net 147.060+ http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 

6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 


Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.78 1- . . 
441.3254 7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 


Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


Wednesday 7:00 pm SKYWARN Net 147.060+ ; 
7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 


Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 
Thursday 8:00 pm Amateur Television Net 147.060+ or 145.410-- (107.2 PL) 


EMM G0 Miner EEL SOO EE = Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 


Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz+/PL 100Hz 


EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 


https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/25334 Digital Amateur Television Repeater 
D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz Digital ATV Output: 1244.500 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ Digital ATV Inputs: 1292.500, 1273.0, 917.0, 430.0 


ATV Internet Stream: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org/ Analog ATV Input: 1270.000 FM (PL 192.8) 


October and November 2019 Club Calendar 


Friday October 18, 2019 7:00pm MDARC General Meeting - AT PACIFICON - Marriott Hotel Salon E 
2600 Bishop Drive, San Ramon 


Saturday November 2, 2019 8:00am §MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - Ygnacio Valley Library 
261 Oak Grove Road, Walnut Creek 


Monday November 4, 2019 7:00pm MDARC Board of Directors Meeting - Black Bear Diner 
700 Bancroft Road, Countrywood Shopping Center, Walnut Creek 


Friday November 15, 2019 7:30pm ©MDARC General Meeting - INTHE SANCTUARY 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


